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but how they fortify themselves against interruptions and counter
strokes and irrelevant issues!5

His thoughts seemed to Mrs. Rylands to glance suddenly in a
different direction.c Essentially,' he said,c they must be celibate----'

Mr. Sernpack had come to the end of his meditations. His
hostess and Miss Fenimore wished him good-night. He was left to
consume two glasses of barley water and put out the lights.

Ten

PHILIP'S 'first real letter5, so he called it, came on the day
of Mr. Sempack's departure for England. There had
been an ' arrived safe * telegram from London and a pencil
scrawl of affectionate 'rubbidge5, so he put it, with various en-
dearments and secret and particular names, that he had posted in
Paris. That was just carrying on. But this she felt was something
momentous. It came while she was resting on her bed, through
sheer laziness, and she felt its importance so much that for a time
she could not open it. It was a fat letter, a full letter, it was over
the two ounces, fivepence ha'penny worth of letter, and inside
there was going to be something - something she had never had
before - Philip mentally, all out, according to his promise. She
was going to learn fresh and important things about him. She was
going to scrutinise his mental quality as she had never done before.
What sort of letter was it going to be? She had a shadow of fear
in her mind. Things said can be forgotten. Or you recall the
manner and edit and rearrange the not too happy words. Things
written hammer at the eye and repeat themselves inexorably.
Written clumsiness becomes monstrous clumsy. So far she had
never had anything more from Philip than a note. His notes were
good, queer in their phrasing but with an odd way of conveying
tenderness. . .. Philip would be Philip. She took courage and tore
open the distended envelope.
She found half a dozen fascicles each pinned together. It was
neither like a letter nor like a proper manuscript, but it was like
Philip. The paper was of various sorts, som e of it from _ th d r h ouse